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4459 Type: FD302 


WILLIAM PATRICK INTERIEWED ON 9/19/05 AT HIS RESIDENCE 


09/26/2005 


$ 
09/26/2005 


(U)} On September 19, 2005, WILLIAM CASPER PATRICK, ITI, 
white male born July 24, 1926 with social security account number 
250-42-8967, was interviewed at his residence at 5659 Etzler Road, 
Frederick, Maryland, telephone number (301) 662-0031. The 
interview was c rvisory Special Agent (ssa) 
and SSA f the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI} to obtain additional information regarding 
issues raised during previous interviews of PATRICK. After being 
advised of the identities of the interviewing agents and the 
purpose of the interview, PATRICK provided the following 
information: 


b6 
B7C 


bD7TE 





their survivability in soil where they can survive for up to a 
hundred years. PATRICK believes this 1s known generally in the 
research community. 


{U) The only time PATRICK has shared his insight on how 
to produce weapons grade Ba was from a lecture he create h 

r the anthrax letters were sent. He never taught 
——— production methods, a a re gained 
knowledge of portions of the processes from attending PATRICK's 
general lectures to the first responder community on the range of 
common biological weapons. These lectures did not contain 
sufficient specificity about Ba for anyone to gain knowledge of the 
steps involved in weaponizing spores. PATRICK has only taught from 
the weaponization lecture three times, the first occurring at Ft. 


b6é 
b7c 
b7E 


(U) PATRICK was asked whether or not a single document 
"recipe" for weaponized anthrax spore production was or had ever 
been maintained at 





b7E 


ant were store 


but these studies focused mainly on arying. 

ther documents produced during the Offensive Program recorded 
information on pathogen weaponization, but the information was 
recorded sporadically and not in a sole document or under a single 
topic. As researchers discovered an important variable in one 
biological agent like Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis, they would 
apply their discoveries to a different agent like Ba. This 
produced a record of how the researchers developed their knowledge, 
but since the information was recorded in a diary format, anyone 
not familiar with the evolution of the research would have to 
review a mountain of unrelated data to combine the individual 
pieces of research providing the information about how to weaponize 
a bacteria like Bacillus anthracis (Ba). PATRICK considered the 
idea of someone doing so highly unlikely. 
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{U) PATRICK had no recognition of the terms "fused iron" 
or "fumed iron", although he was highly familiar with fumed silica. 
He had never heard of any process involving iron in production of 
dried Ba. Philadelphia Quartz, no longer in business, was a 
primary supplier of the fumed silica used during the Offensive 
Program. They could provide silicas as small as 8-10 microns or 
about the size of a very small virus. 
{U) PATRICK taught the method to 
personnel and to no one elise. contacted 

and advised that researchers at not know how to ; b6 


mee wanted to reach them. PATRICK 
agreed to teach the for a fee using Bacillus bIC 
globigii (Bg). In order to do so, “K stipulated = DTE 


acquire an explosion-proof blender and other items that wou make 
using the volatile chemical acetone less dangerous. Afte 

acquired the necessary items, PATRICK traveled to the lab an 
taught - 10 researchers 
on the 
almost as good as weapons grade Ba. 















the estimate of the Pine Blu uring the 0 

Program, a volume of 20 - 30,000 gallons of contaminated residual 
could remain af } d would be dangerous because of the 
volatile nature nd the pathogenic Ba remaining in 


it. There is no easy way to deal with such a volume of highly 
contaminated volatile material. 


(U) PATRICK was asked if he had ever seen other 

researchers or laboratories use pure glass vials to contain dried 
spore preparations. PATRICK advised that during the Offensive 
Program, wet seed stocks were maintained in these types of glass 
vials. They used a blow-torch on the end of the vials to seal 

them. He never saw this kind of vial used after the conclusion of 
the Offensive Program when he worked at Ft. Detrick. PATRICK added 
that he may not have known if these types of vials were used at 
USAMRIID since his time there was not spent in the laboratories. 
PATRICK recalled learning that this type of vial appeared on the 
black market in Iraq. PATRICK advised that he has never seen dried 
materials in such a vial and didn't believe a powder could be put 
into such a vial because the material would get clogged in the thin 
glass neck before it_made its way to the larger portion of the 
bottom of the vial. 












DITE 









a Minutes special about ghanistan vials that appeared to be a 
Similar glass vial but assumed they were purchased from one of the 
large scientific equipment distributors. PATRICK advised that he 
had no familiarity with laboratories in South Africa beyond what he 
had read in Plague Wars and did not know if the South African 
scientists used such vials. 


(U) The bio-reactor used by[L__] was designed to 
propagate mammalian cells infe j j 
for the production of anthrax. 
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b7C 
never produced Ba using such a device and did not know of anyone b7E 
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(U} PATRICK never a a borrow the simulant 

powders that PATRICK used to demonstrate the appearance and texture 
of weapons grade Ba and other dried biological agents. PATRICK 
added that when he brought these samples to the FBI's Washington 
Field Office to show them to investigators following the anthrax 
letter attacks, one of the vials of powder was not returned. He 

has no idea who may have taken the vial. 


(U) PATRICK was asked if he had ever seen the Canadian 

Defense Research Establishment Suffield’s (DRES) study on the 
effects of opening a letter filled with dried anthrax spores. 
PATRICK advised that he had received a copy but not from DRES. 
PATRICK could not recall who had sent the study to him. PATRICK 
believed knew of the study but is not sure. was 
very resourceful and determined to acquire such information out of 
simple professional interest. The study was conducted at a time 
when there was a rash of hoax anthrax letters being mailed within 
the US causing problems and confusion for first responders. 
contacted PATRICK to address the issue for wos in an 

o develop a curriculum to train fi 





etfort ICK 






he September 11, 2001 attacks halted the SAIC 


nMitiative. 


{U) PATRICK was asked if he knew HARVEY "JACK" MCGEORGE 

and advised that MCGEORGE is a self-professed biological weapons 
munitions expert who would like to know enough to be considered an 
expert in the field of biological weapons. MCGEORGE secured a 
contract to be able to use PATRICK as a consultant and lecturer for 
MCGEORGE's company for one year and tried to renew the contract for 
a second year. PATRICK refused however, because MCGEORGE did not 
actually use PATRICK during the first term of their association, 
‘cas (Te knew MCGEORGE. 


(U} The evVISEnee from the anthrax-laced letters of 2001 
was not "weapons grade" in EAI BLCH: S Opinion. 
material to have been considered "weapons grade” 
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FJ item atick Looked at the anthras 
etter evidence powder through the crash door window at USAMRIID, 


that the charge was not broken. He saw the data from 






The evidence powder went into 


solution very quic accorain Oo the USAMRIID researcher who 


(v) L_Jwas very interested in biological warfare and 
made it a point to talk to PATRICK every chance he could. The 
conversations were not only in conferences they both attended, and 
visited PATRICK at his house on numerous occasions to talk 
about the topic. PATRICK believes the conference in San Diego was 





U) PATRICK again describe] 
PATRICK said, "Anyone who will talk to me about 
1ological warfare, I'1li tell them.” There is substantial 


information and process technology that PATRICK developed over the 
years that subsequent researchers do not possess. Modern DNA 
technology and other techniques have not moved the field past many 
important factors PATRICK worked on. Newer biclogical agent 
researchers are "destined to fail” if they do not implement proper 
protocols affecting particle size and dissemination methods. 


(owas very interested in biological warfare and 
was one of few people who took PATRICK seriously. PATRICK guessed 
that must have read the classified infornation[ 
but he does not know that did read it. 
name did not appear on any of the logbooks in 
documented their access of the classified information 
PATRICK was also interested in teaching about 
biological warfare. frequently fiattered PATRICK and 
treated PATRICK’s statements as "gold". PATRICK recognized that 
as given to exaggerations and "bullshitting”. 


{U) In a prior interview, PATRICK referred tof___Ja 

a “super patriot”. PATRICK clarified that he meant that 

went to extremes in fulfilling what he saw as his mission--whether 
it be preparing for a conference or seekin eople with potential 
information about biological weapons [on would o to see 
eople at the State Department on his own time. 






out people in the community and gave of his _own time. PATRICK 
lieves these ivities took place before was employed by 
mae while was still working at set 
up a meeting for PATRICK with State Department Security on 
improving the biological weapons emphasis in third world countries. 


(u J "nad all these fingers in all these different 
pies", and money was no object. Money did not motivate 


{U} PATRICK first had some conversations with 

about possibly having been involved in the anthrax mailings 

just after the FBI profile _came out. The profile met most of 
sharacteristics,. 1s a rogue feilow and is not 

constrained in his natural environment. After the anthrax attacks 

occurred, PATRICK and honetic), had suspicions, 

more like ill-defined feelings, abou 


cpr sat dad talked with PATRICK about 


and e FBI had "smoking_gun" evidence 
PATRICK felt a was 
and was emotionally upse h 






based on th 


incriminating against e 
j j RICK subsequently came to believe that Pd 
had not been substantiated in a court o aw. I 


PATRICK had known that there was really no smoking gun evidence, he 
would not have allowed himself to be put in the position of working 
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against as he did. PATRICK was uncomfortable about the 

by FBI agents the 
PATRICK claimed this fact set him 
bout the letters, 






day he was to meet with 
up to fail in talking wit 


(vu) [Jere that the federal government was not 

prepared for a biological weapons attack and that money was not 
being weli-spent to address the issue. The government was 
“throwing money at it”, but the work did not improve oe of 
an aerosol or protection against an aerosol exposure. was 
very smart and innovative and picked up on the old biological 


weapons program conce i¢kly. Unlike people PATRICK had tried 
to teach in the past, was really interested. 


U) PATRICK has been to[ 
"had the place filled up with more stuff than 


you could imagine”. PATRICK named several items he saw in the 
apartment, but he did not see any laboratory equipment there. 


(U) The bond between PATRICK and__was their common 
interest in biological warfare. They did not go fishing or golfing 
together or share any other 2 oeesaes Their conversations were 


about biological warfare. When looked at rty near 
PATRICK's residence on Etzler Road, hoped would not 
buy the place. PATRICK knew that if lived that close by, 


he would come over to PATRICK’s house all of the time. 


PATRICK does not talk to 






the last time that 
call him. SA asked PATRICK why he was still 
talking to and suggested that he no longer do so, 


a TT | 

FBI tore up her house during the search. 

are still in contact with one another. They talk every few months 
and exchange Christmas cards. 


(U) saL__] showed PATRICK a drawing of an Effenbach 
{phonetic} colloidal mill eon howe 
tremendous ingenuity in creating the trailers for the miliitary. It 


came back to PATRICK that all four types of biological weapons 
production were represented in the trailers made. 
Fermentation, production in eggs, tissue culture, and production in 
live animals (such as ebola in guinea pigs) were all parts of 

mock trailers. PATRICK went to see the final trailer. 
He was not aware of two trailers containing laboratory equipment 
that had at a fabrication cone aa not buy a 
freeze drier, but he had them fabricate a realistic one for him for 
the trailer project. 


{U) PATRICK does not remember [ever discussing the 

use of improvised equipment or kitchen/household goods for th 
production of biological weapons. He also does not ee oe 
discussing any types of countermeasures to forensic tools or 
techniques or evidence destruction. 







{U) It _was 


never_mentioned having used biological or chemical weapons 
while he was PATRICK thinks 


(0) [J ment ioned to PATRICK that the South African 
biological weapons program had ended 

The book Plague Wars gave a good account of the use of biological 
weapons there. PATRICK learned what he knows about that topic from 
the book, not from PATRICK had this book on his bookshelf 
which was visible to e@ interviewing agents. 


(U)} PATRICK does not recallf__Jusing Al Qaeda as an 


— in any of his terrorism scenarios. He does not recall 


talking about Middle Eastern religion topics or using 
Middle Eastern disguises. 
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(U)} PATRICK never subscontracted[_ Jon any projects. 

He never a SO ie to use his address. PATRICK was 

shown a hotel receipt from the Town & Country hotel in San Diego, 

California. On this receipt, PATRICK's address was shown below 
name. PATRICK suspects that the is from the 

conference in San Diego where he_ first me and does not 

understand why his address is on 







(U) It is not unusual for to stay up all night 
and keep right on going through the next day. He could just keep 


going on very little sleep. PAT eference to the "super 
patriot” term again in terms of physical stamina with 


work on biological terrorism. 


(U) PATRICK did not reeds’ ay 










claimed to others that he was PATRICK’s 


would simply be assuming that 
relationship. advised a4 memes (ONE never say such a 
thing ip _BATRICK's presence. There was no promise or agreement 
Sirale pees [He PATRICK that PATRICK would _pass_on all of his 


biological warfare documents and simulants tof | 





(U) PATRICK was shown several documents in a file folder. 

He identified one of the documents as the Defense Intelligence 
Agency's (DIA) list of munitions. The cover sheet for this 
document was titled, "Task 25, Munitions Technologies for 
Biclogical Warfare Agents, Historical Documents Index" and was 
dated February 1996. PATRICK had worked on this project. After 
USAMRIID was impressed with PATRICK's work in organizing their 


classified document system, DIA wanted the same work their 
munitions documents. The documents are on file at i ae 
they do not concentrate on production of biological w £ 

PATRICK does not know sf ever saw any of these documents. 
PATRICK does not believe e documents contained information that 
would eone how to produce anthrax. The documents were left 
in thef ona PATRICK claims they have not been handled 
properly or securely. A painting crew knocked over the boxes and 
haphazardly put papers back into the boxes. The logic of the file 


system was then lost because the documents were reassembled ina 
haphazard manner. 


(U} Another document shown to PATRICK had a cover sheet 






andwriting on the multiple sheets of notebook paper in the file 
folder is not his handwriting, and he could not identify the writer 
from the handwriting. 


(U} PATRICK allowed the interviewers to review his guest 

logbook. He claimed that the entries in the book are only from 
people who went downstairs to PATRICK's office and do not include 
strictly social visitors. PATRICK i a aaa not recall 
ever having had a dinner at their house attended b 


and 

















restaurant once, but could not recall. The Agents found an entr 


There were numerous entries in the guest book fo 
PATRICK agreed to let the interviewing Agents come back another day. 
and take his guest book to have copies made if they would return it | 
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